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At the base of the Great Wall of China lies a
gamut of souvenir stalls, cafes touts and a
;varraty of animals For a :

oor old Grandma, whose
idea of an exotic holiday was
Devonshire tea in the Blue
Mountains, had been lured
to travel with mum and
kids to the “the ends of the Earth”
for a leisurely stroll along the longest
human-made structure in the world.
Now she peered at the camel with
an unsteady look that spoke more of
wanting to knit a warm cardigan from
its long hair, than ride it up the Great
Wall. For his part, the camel looked
like he would prefer to squeeze into
a cable car than carry an Aussie family
up a wall.

However you get there, the wall
is worth it. Up on top, we gazed at
sweeping views of the surrounding
wild hills and walked a very short way
along the wall itself, a 6700 km
rollercoaster of stone interspersed
with scattered watchtowers.

We were on the closest section of
the wall to Beijing, the capital of China,
a vibrant, family-friendly city of 15 mil-
lion people.The city is fast developing
its tourism as preparations progress
to host the 2008 Olympic Games.

As a return visitor, my head was
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