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this is part of what Rick likes about
working with children.

“They make me look around with fresh
eyes because they always get excited by
things. I find it very energising,
especially when they come out with
strange observations and questions.”

“Its great giving them such a direct
experience, letting them form a real
connection with the animals. I try not
to keep too teacher-like.” He smiles. “I
am a big kid myself really.”

“The only down side is when I get years
7 & 8 kids that are unruly and don’t
have a respectful attitude towards
wildlife. Then I become very
teacher-like.”

There have been some memorable
moments. “I teach the kids to touch
frogs with two fingers joined together.
I once had a frog jump on the kids,
landing on a boy with two fused fingers.
His fused fingers were perfect for
touching the frog and he had a new
standing in the group. Then there are
wombats who grab hat cords and
cockatoos who chew earlobes.”

(| THE CHILD CARE WORKER

“WAAAAA, WAAAAAAA,” Vicki
Argyros, a child care worker and second
in charge at a child-care centre scoops
up a crying little girl in the ‘babies room’
who buries her head in Vicki’s shoulder,
sniffles, snuffles then rests for a moment.
Comforted, she turns her head to check
out the action in the rest of the room
from the security of Vicki’s arms.

“When I finished school I wanted to
become a social worker. But I found out
about a position available at this centre
and within a week I started as an
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“Watching the children’s development
is rewarding. I believe with children
you have a part to play, especially with
the children that are in full-time long
day care. You can help them develop
and see the results, whether it is
counting or learning colours. You can
really influence a person’s life.”

All children are individual. “Sometimes
they say something that sticks in your
head. My biggest challenge when I first
started was working with a child that
had a disability. Working closely with
him, I learnt quite a lot.”

There have been both challenging and
funny moments. “When I was working
in the kinder room, I was reading a story

to the children when there was a

distraction from one of the children. She
had a game that everyone was interested
in. I said, “When you are finished, then
I will continue. The girl jumped up and
called out. ‘I’ve got conjunctibitus
(conjunctivitis) and I have a headache.’
She didn’t have it, but it had just sprung
out of left-field so suddenly, I found it
incredibly funny.’

Vicki is concerned about the image of
child-care work. “Its not so-called
babysitting as a lot of people think. It is
a lot of hard work. We remember that
the children are the first priority and
that’s what we are here for. It's a big
responsibility.”

(" THEENTERTANER )

Alithe little pixie herself, Justine Kelly’s
eyes light up when talking about
children. Her mission statement for her
children’s entertainment business,
Starlight Entertainment, runs along the
lines of dreams and magic and watching
her work is to get caught up in the
forgotten imagination of a child.
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